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the devotees outside and bestows His blessings
on them. In addition to the periodic festivals^
like those at the time of the full moon or the equi-
noxes, festivals may be performed at any time
out of devotion or desire to ward off evils in times
of drought or cosmic calamities. The duration of
the festivals may vary from one to 15 or 30 days.
A flag is hoisted in the temple to indicate the
course of the festival; and it is lowered at the
end of the same. Once the flag is hoisted, none
may leave the town until it is lowered. This
indicates that the festival is for the benefit of the
people. It is laid down that devotional festivals
should be performed in the afternoon.

Great care is taken for maintaining the
purity or sanctity of the temple. God is pure
and perfect. Expiatory ceremonies are prescribed
for the slightest act of impurity. The underlying
idea is that God who is essentially pure and free
from all kinds of taints, withdraws His presence
from places polluted in the slightest degree as
unfit for His stay. The devotee should go into it
with pure body and mind. Cleanliness leads to
godliness and only the pure in heart can reach
God. Certain ceremonies are performed to purify
the atmosphere of the temple if it is made impure.
Expiatory ceremonies are prescribed for the entry
of impure persons and animals into the temple.